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Drayton  Valley  Is  Centre  Of  New  Oil  Field 

Tiny  Hamlet  May  Develop  Into  Town  of  2,000 
As  Oil  Development  Increases  In  Pembina  Area 


A  year  ago,  Drayton  Valley,  27  miles  south  cf  Entwistle, 
was  a  tiny  hamlet  with  little  apparent  future.  Its  four  stores, 
cafe  and  garage  supplied  the  limited  requirements  of  district 
farmers,  the  bush  workers  who  cut  timber  for  the  winter  sawmills, 
and  occasional  hunters  who  came  in  search  of  big  game. 

Today,  Drayton  Valley  is  the  key  locality  in  an  oil  area  of 
tremendous  size  and  producing  potential. 

Before  1920,  the  hamlet  was  named  Power  House  but  the 
postmaster  changed  the  name  to  the  quieter,  more  placid,  Dray- 
ton VuU^/.  U  the  pcst:r.astcr  v;erc  alive  tedcy,  h.,  would  thinl: 
twice  about  changing  from  the  dynamic  name  of  Power  Hcuse. 

*A  Little  To©  Much  for  Us' 

"It's  a  little  too  much  for  us,"  remark  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  A. 
Anderson,  as  they  watch  huge  oil  trucks  park  in  front  of  their 
small,  neat  cottage  and  oilfield  supplies  pile  up  in  the  hurriedly 
erected  warehouses  across  the  street.  Mr.  Anderson,  76,  has  lived 
in  the  Drayton  Valley  district  since  1916. 

The  retired  couple  are  overwhelmed  by  the  boom  which 
has  struck  their  hamlet  but  plan 
to   continue   living   in  Drayton 
Valley    because    of    their  long 
association  with  the  district. 


and  pipe  being  hauled  in,  and  tank  trucks  bringing  the  oil  out. 

Delivery  of  the  oil  is  a  problem,  because  of  the  distances 
involved  and  the  remoteness  of  the  district.  But  three  companies 
intending  to  build  pipe  lines  from  the  Pembina  field  appeared 
recently  before  the  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Conservation 
Board.  Construction  of  a  tank  farm  on  a  17-acre  site  near  the 
settlement  of  Pembina  is  well  advanced. 

Drayton  Valley's  immediate  development  has  been  what 
might  be  expected  when  oil  exploration  crews  move  into  a  tiny 
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SPECIAL  BUDGET  SUPPLEMENT 

(See  Inside) 


The  excitement  began  last  June  when  Socony-Vacuum 
Exploration  Company  with  participation  by  Seaboard  Oil  Com- 
pany, Honolulu  Oil  Corp.,  Merrill  Petroleums  Limited,  and  Cana- 
dian Collieries  Limited,  completed  Pembina  No.  1,  bringing  in  an 
initial  potential  of  456  barrels  a  day  of  high  quality  light  oil. 

First  Cardium  Sand  Discovery 

The  discovery  was  the  first  made  in  the  Cardium  sand  forma- 
tion in  Canada.  It  alerted  Canada's  oil  industry  to  the  potential 
of  this  area,  which  soon  will  be  Canada's  largest  oil  producing 
area,  cf  a  size  and  potential  comparable  to  any  oil  producing 
region  on  the  continent. 

The  Cardium  Sands  formation's  boundaries  are  not  yet  known 
definitely  but  an  early  estimate  gives  350,000  acres  as  encourag- 
ing for  oil  exploration.  Recent  estimates  place  the  recoverable 
oil  reserves  in  the  area  between  762,000,000  and  952,960,000 
barrels.  The  Pembina  field  alone  is  55  miles  long  and  10  miles 
wide,  at  least  three  times  the  size  of  Redwater,  Canada's  largest 
oil  field  to  date. 

Few  Dry  Holes 

Another  reason  for  the  enthusiasm  over  Pembina  is  the 
astonishing  success  drillers  have  had.  Only  one  of  10  wells 
drilled  since  last  lune  has  failed  to  provide  production.  About 
15  more  wells  are  being  drilled  now,  with  exploration  not  expected 
to  reach  its  peak  until  this  summer. 

Drayton  Valley  today  is  a  busy  place.  From  Entwistle,  69 
miles  west  of  Edmonton  on  the  Jasper  Highway,  trucks  load 
supplies  and  equipment  and  unload  crude  oil.  The  read  from 
Entwistle  is  heavily  travelled,  with  coal  being  trucked  125  miles 
from  Morinville  to  supply  the  boilers  of  the  drilling  rigs,  cement. 


shacks  have  been  thrown  up  offering  24-hour  welding  and  sup- 
plies of  drilling  cement.  A  group  of  expensive  trailers  are  cn  sale 
near  a  roughly  constructed  cafe.  Curious  farmers  peer  into  pro- 
pane refrigerators,  displayed  outdoors  on  a  shaky  verandah 
beneath  a  flashy  sign  announcing  the  sales  office  of  the  Pembina 
Gas  and  Electric  Company. 

Trailers  Chief  Accommodation 

A  trailer  camp  has  been  set  up  for  the  employees  of  an  active 

drilling  company  and  the  Wild- 
cat Motel,  with  seven  "tourist 
cabins,"  converted  from  avail- 
able   buildings,  accommodates 

35  to  40  persons  nightly.  In  the  bush,  around  the  drilling 
rigs,  are  possibly  another  350  trailers,  for  accommodation  is  hard 
to  find  in  this  area.  At  the  beginning  of  the  development,  many 
farmers  provided  rocm-and-board  for  the  drillers  but  most  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  Two) 


This  sketch  shows  the  general  location  oi  the  Pembina  oil  area  wheie  Alberta 
oil  exploration  activity  is  at  its  highest.  Extending  north-west  and  south-east 
oi  Pembina  is  the  area  referred  to  as  the  Alberta  Basin,  which  offers  promise 
of  equalling  the  discoveries  farther  east  which  brought  in  the  Redwater, 
Leduc-Woodbend,  Wizard  Lake,  Drumheller  and  other  fields.  The  Pembina 
area  and  its  extensions  into  the  Alberta  Basin  are  almost  entirely  Alberta 

Crown  reservations. 


(For  Photographs  of  Drayton  Valley,  See  Page  Eight) 
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Drayton  Valley 

'■  (Continued  from  Page  One) 

oil  , -worker's  how  live  in  their  trailer  camps  or  at  Tomahawk  or 
Entwistie. 

/;  There  is  only  one  telephone  line  out  of  Drayton  Valley.  Some 
of  the  oil  companies  have  radio-telephones  for  communication  and 
lig^t  aircraft  have  been  used  frequently  for  transporting  drill 
cores^  key  personnel  and  urgently  needed  equipment. 

,  J^  ibank  soon  will  be  established  in  temporary  quarters  in 
one  ,6f  ;the  local  stores  and  a  hotel,  lumber  yard,  machine  shop, 
arid  ^other  businesses  are  planned.  In  the  town's  large  community 
hall,  niovies  show  twice  weekly,  since  one  showing  was  not- 
eiiough'  to  acommodate  the  crowds.  The"  truck  which  brinr^s 
groceries  into  Drayton  Valley  now  is  making  two  or  three  trips  a 
week  instead  of  the  leisurely  once-weekly  schedule  it  previously 
followT-ed.  " , 

/Hi  New  Investment  Coming  In 

Much -Tiev)?-  inve.stment  is  being  attracted  to  the  hamlet  cs 
the  development  continues.  Some  Devon  businessmen  are  estab- 
lishing branches  of  their  operations  in  the  new  town.  But  the  few 
Drayton  Valley  businessmen  are  not  likely  to  be  sharing  in  the 
business  created  by  oil  development.  Most  are  older  people,  net 
equipped  either  financially  or  physically,  to  handle  the  volume 
of  business  which  is  appearing. 

Like  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Tucker,  who  operate  a  small  variety 
store,  they  plan  to  sell  their  businesses.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tucker,  who 
sell  a  variety  of  merchandise,  including  clothing,  household 
utensils  and  dinnerware,  have  found  that  their  business  has  not 
increased  greatly  since  the  coming  of  the  oil  workers.  Most  of  the 
workers  buy  their  main  supplies  in  Edmonton  and  many  of  their 
customers  want  articles  they  do  not  sell,  like  bottles  of  milk  and 
skeleton  keys.  He  and  his  wife  plan  to  sell  out  and  move  to  the 
comforts  of  the  city,  but  in  the  meantime,  they  sit,  looking  out 
their  store  window  at  the  strange,  frantic  activity  in  the  streets 
outside.  '"We  just  like  to  sit  here  and  watch  the  goings-on," 
Mrs.  Tucker  says.  "We  wouldn't  want  to  miss  any  of  this." 

To  halt  the  building  of  such  temporary  structures  as  these 
built  in  the  hamlet  recently  and  to  permit  Drayton  Valley  to 
develop  in  an  orderly  fashion,  the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs, 
which  administers  the  surrounding  Improvement  District  No.  77, 
will  supervise  the  growth  of  the  whole  area.  No  buildings  of  a 
permanent  nature  will  be  allowed  in  Drayton  Valley  cr  the 
adjacent  settlements  of  Violet  Grove  and  Rocky  Rapids  unless 
permits  are  obtained.  The  Town  and  Rural  Planning  Branch  of 
the  Municipal  Affairs  Department  has  completed  a  tentative  plan 
for  the  new  town  and  will  advise  on  development  so  that  the  town 
will  grow  according  to  modern  planning  principles.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  model  town  will  have  eventually  a  population  of  2,000.  ® 


1,500,000  Acres  Of  Land 
Now  Under  Homestead  Lease 

An  active  year  has  been  completed  by  the  Department  of 
Lands  and  Forests. 

Applications  for  homesteads  during  the  past  year  totalled 
1,318.  There  are  now  6,240  homestead  leases  in  force,  covering 
approximately  1,500,000  acres  of  land. 

Surveys  were  completed  on  approximately  TVz  townships  in 
the  Blueberry,  Snipe  Lake  and  Valleyview  districts  and  these 
areas  will  be  opened  for  settlement  shortly. 

Throughout  the  Province,  approximately  2,868,000  acres  of 
"Grown  land  are  now  under  grazing  leases,  350,000  acres  are 
under  cultivation  leases,  and  350,000  of  public  and  school  lands 
dre  covered  by  2,421  agreements  of  sale. 

During  the  past  year,  409,500,000  board  feet  of  lumber, 
1,512,494  railway  ties  and  22,619  cords  of  pulpwood  were  cut  and 
removed  from  Alberta's  forests.  The  total  value  of  these  products 
is  estimated  at  $19,980,000  as  compared  with  $19,946,000  in  the 
previous  year. 

Further  provision  is  being  made  for  the  protection  of  Alberta 
forest  resources  by  additional  lookout  stations,  fire  fighting  equip- 
ment, radio  communication  facilities  and  increased  personnel. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  forest  inventory  of  the  Province 
will  be  completed  by  April,  1956.  To  date,  82,000  square  miles 
cf  forests  have  been  classified  and  mapped.  The  total  area 
involved  is  150,000  square  miles.  By  agreement,  the  Government 
of  Canada  will  share  one-half  cf  the  cost  of  completing  the  in- 
ventory and  will  provide  for  its  future  maintenance. 

During  1953,  the  commercial  catch  of  fish  totalled  10,428,000 
pounds  with  a  dealer's  market  value  of  $1,127,500,  this  being  the 
largest  catch  in  recent  years. 

Approximately  2,345,000  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $400,000 
were  exported  from  the  Province.  • 

Four  Government  Buildings 
Sold  In  Edmonton 

Sale  of  four  Alberta  Government  buildings  in  Edmonton 
has  been  announced  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works. 

Provincial  Building  No.  1  was  sold  to  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Board  of  Alberta  for  a  price  of  $390,000  while  the 
Provincial  Building  No.  2  was  sold  to  Charles  J.  Hobeck,  Edmonton, 
at  a  price  of  $64,000. 

Purchaser  of  the  Alberta  Office  Building  for  $150,000  was  the 
J.  H.  Ashdown  Hardware  Co.  Ltd.,  of  Winnipeg,  while  J.  B. 
McDonald  and  Son,  Edmonton,  bought  the  Provincial  Warehouse 
for  $40,000.  Sale  of  the  Alberta  Jasper  Building,  also  offered  for 
sale  at  the  time  of  the  other  buildings,  has  not  been  completed.  • 


Work  will  begin  next  month  on  the  new  addition  to  the  University  oi 
Alberta  Hospital  which  will  provide  treatment  especially  ior  poliomyelitis 
cases  and  sick  children. 

The  hospital  addition,  shown  above  in  an  architect's  sketch,  will  become 
the  main  approach  to  the  University  Hospital.  It  will  be  a  six-Ooor,  steel  frame 
structure  with  reinforced  concrete  floors  and  a  brick  and  tile  exterior  matching 
adjacent  buildings.  The  building  vtnll  be  190  feet  long  and  184  feet  deep. 

The  poliomyelitis  and  pediatrics  addition  will  be  completed  in  approxi- 
mately 18  months,  with  design  and  construction  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Public  Works. 


Complete  polio  rehabilitation  facilities  will  be  provided  on  the  first  floor 
with  administrative  and  staff  facilities  on  the  second.  The  third  floor  wnll  be 
devoted  to  the  treotment  of  children  of  oil  ages,  the  fourth  and  fifth  floors  to 
paiients  in  various  stages  of  recovery,  and  the  sixth  floor  will  be  equipped 
with  respirators  and  other  emergency  equipment  ond  utilized  for  emergency 
wards. 

Two  sun  decks  will  be  provided,  one  for  the  children  on  the  third  floor 
and  the  other  on  the  roof  deck  for  the  benefit  of  all  patients. 
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Revenue  Of  $157,315,465  Estimated  In  1954-1955  Budget 


This  is  the  tenth  annual  occasion  on  which  it  has  been  my 
responsibility  and  privilege  to  move  that  you  do  now  leave  the 
Chair  and  that  this  Assembly  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply  for  the  consideration  of  sums  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

These  ten  successive  provincial  budgets 
viewed  in  retrospect  illustrate  the  pheno- 
menal growth  that  has  taken  place  in  our 
economy  during  this  eventful  decade.  Every 
citizen  of  Alberta  has  reason  to  view 
that  unprecedented  record  of  progress  and 
achievement  with  grateful  satisfaction  and 
justifiable  pride. 

The  provincial  budget  of  ten  years  ago  provided  for  total 
public  expenditures  amounting  to  $39,094,556.  The  budget  I  am 
presenting  to  you  tonight  provides  for  expenditures  totalling 
$204,949,712.  Comparisons  in  the  amount  provided  for  the  various 
major  public  services  are  equally  significant.  Ten  years  ago, 
total  appropriations  for  education  amounted  to  $4,623,167.  For 
the  coming  year,  these  total  $22,358,1  10.  School  grants  in  the 
budget  of  ten  years  ago  totalled  $3,117,620.  For  1954-55,  they 
total  $18,560,000. 

For  Public  Health  services  in  the  budget  of  ten  years  ago, 
$3,284,941  was  provided.  For  the  coming  year,  the  amount  is 
$18,204,200.  For  highway  construction  ten  years  ago,  the  Legis- 
lature appropriated  $1,090,010.  For  the  coming  year,  you  will  be 
asked  to  approve  appropriations  totalling  $41,860,830. 

The  aggregate  public  expenditures  for  this  ten  year  period 
may  also  be  of  interest.  Total  ordinary  and  capital  expenditures, 
including  statutory  payments  amount  to  $951,052,380.  Of  that 
grand  total,  $89,194,620  was  provided  for  school  grants, 
$92,077,996  for  Public  Health,  $57,135,782  for  Public  Welfare, 
$169,357,525  for  construction  of  main  highways,  and  $58,975,165 
for  retirement  of  our  public  debt. 

Turning  now  to  the  budget  for  the  coming  year,  it  is  estimated 


On  the  evening  of  Friday.  March 
6.  the  1954-1955  Provincial  Budget 
was  presented  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Alberta  by  Hon.  E.  C. 
Manning,  Premier  and  Provincial 
Treasurer.  The  following  special 
supplement  provides  excerpts  from 
the  Budget  Address. 


that  over-all  revenues  will  total  $157,315,465,  an  increase  of 
$18,947,305  over  the  estimates  for  the  present  year.  Expenditures, 
exclusive  of  statutory  provisions,  are  estimated  at  $156,949,712, 
an  increase  of  $18,991,582.  Statutory  provisions  for  loaning  pur- 
poses will  amount  to  $48,000,000  making 
total  estimated  expenditures  of  $204,949,712 
which  represents  an  increase  of  $30,866,582 
over  the  amount  appropriated  by  this  Legis- 
lature a  year  ago. 

Following  the  practice  established  in  the 
budget  of  last  year,   I  have  prepared  the 
following  summarized  statement  showing  the 
expenditures    to    each    of    the    major  public 


allocation 
services. 


of 


For  slateineiU  see  table  below) 


$1,681,000  Increase  In 
Treasury  Branch  Deposits 

During  the  past  year,  there  was  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
volume  of  business  transacted  by  the  Provincial  Treasury 
Branches.  Deposits  as  at  December  31,  1952,  of  $38,744,000  in- 
creased to  $40,425,000,  representing  60,346  depositing  customers 
as  compared  with  58,725  a  year  ago. 

As  at  December  31,  1953,  outstanding  loans  totalled 
$20,706,000,  an  increase  of  $3,570,000  over  the  corresponding 
date  last  year. 

Revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  1952-53  totalled  $1,455,000, 
an  increase  of  $147,000  over  the  previous  year,  while  administra- 
tion costs  increased  only  $28,000  during  the  same  period.  A  gross 
profit  of  $84,000  was  shown  as  compared  with  a  loss  of  $35,000 
in  the  previous  year. 

An  additional  $81,500  from  the  year's  gross  profit  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Reserve  Fund  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  making 
total  credits  to  the  fund  to  date  of  $281,612.  Charges  to  the  Reserve 
Fund  to  March  31st,  1953,  less  subsequent  recoveries  total 
$101,986,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  fund  of  $179,626. 

During  the  year,  new  branches  were  opened  at  Nanton  and 
Bow  Island,  making  a  total  of  47  branches,  15  sub-branches  and 
91  agencies  currently  in  operation.  • 


Service 


ESTIMATES  1954-55 


Income 
Account 


Capital 
Account 


Less  reimburse- 
Totol  ments  not  in-  Net  Percent- 

eluded  in  Revenue  Total  age 


Public  Debt   

Executive  Council  and  Legislation  

Agriculture  and  Water  Resources  

Attorney  General  

Education  and  Vocational  Training  

Municipal  Affairs  

Provincial  Secretary   

Public  Health   

Public  Welfare   

Public  Works,  Railways  and  Telephones  

Treasury   

Industries  and  Labour,  Economic  Affairs.. 

Lands  and  Forests   

Mines  and  Minerals  

Highways  and  District  Roads  


5,546,000 
1,952,390 
2,652,690 
3,420,150 
23,375,845 
1,173,160 
762,310 
20,964,600 
10,902,945 
3,577,307 
10,815,055 
1,601,090 
3,309,550 
,028,495 
15,444,865 


4,551,440 
1,277,000 


3,517,500 
250,000 
5,428,285 
25,000 
1,800 
535,115 
59,500 
42,089,830 


5,546,000 
1,952,390 
7,204,130 
3,420,150 

24,652,845 
1,173,160 
762,310 

24,482,100 

11,152,945 
9,005,592 

10,840,055 
1,602,890 
3,844,665 
1,087,995 

57,534,695 


$       841,120  $ 


118,885 

599,890 
311,500 
21,000 
2,760,400 
1,935,200 


398,715 


325,500 


4,704,880 
1,952,390 
7,085,245 
3,420,150 

24,052,955 
861,660 
741,310 

21,721,700 
9,217,745 
9,005,592 

10,840,055 
1,602,890 
3,445,950 
1,087,995 

57,209,195 


TOTAL  ESTIMATES   $106,526,452    $  57,735,470    $164,261,922     $    7,312,210  $156,949,712 


2.30 
.95 
3.46 
1.67 
11.74 
.42 
.36 
10.60 
4.50 
4.39 
5.29 
.78 
1.68 
.53 
27.91 

76.58 


Statutory  Loans 

Alberta  Government  Telephones.. 

Mun.  Cap.  Exp.  Loans  Fund  

Rural  Elec.  Revolving  Fund  


TOTAL  LOANS 


8,000,000 
35,000,000 
5,000,000 


$  8,000,000 
35,000,000 
5,000,000 


$  48,000,000    $  48,000,000 


TOTAL  BUDGET   $106,526,452    $105,735,470     $212,261,922  $ 


  $    8,000,000  3.90 

  35,000,000  17.08 

  5,000,000  2.44 

  $  48,000,000  23.42 

7,312,210  $204,949,712  100.00 
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Premier  Sees  Doubling  Of  Present  Oil  Revenue  Possible; 
Revenue  Could  Eliminate  All  Municipal  Taxes 


In  conclusion,  may  I  comment  briefly  on  the  future  outlook 
in  the  light  of  present  circumstances  and  as  indicated  by  current 
events. 

There  are  increasing  indications  that  Canada  shortly  may 
be  faced  with  a  recurrence  of  those  economic  disabilities  which 
stem  from  the  inability  of  the  present  financial  system  to  ensure 
the  effective  distribution  of  our  abundant  national  production  in 
times  of  peace.  Declining  prices  for  primary  products,  excessive 
credit  buying  and  increasing  unemployment  are  unmistakable 
warnings  that  a  monetary  system,  designed  for  an  age  of  scarcity, 
is  inadequate  to  preserve  the  present  level  of  national  prosperity 
in  an  era  of  abundant  production  without  the  artificial  stimulus 
of  large  scale  war  or  defence  expenditures  to  augment  the  buying 
power  of  the  consuming  public. 

Effective  measures  to  correct  these  disabilities  unfortunately 
are  outside  the  legislative  jurisdiction  of  this  Assembly,  but  as 
representatives  of  the  people  of  this  province  whose  interests  are 
involved,  we  have  a  right  and  a  responsibility  to  urge  upon  the 
Parliament  of  Canada  the  imperative  need  for  effective  action  to 
correct  this  situation. 

Within  this  Province,  we  are  fortunate  in  that  circumstances 
enable  us  to  offset  to  a  large  degree  the  impact  of  these  national 
disabilities  on  our  provincial  economy.  Through  the  orderly 
development  of  the  vast  natural  resources  with  which  we  are 
blessed,  we  have  been  able  to  attain  a  high  standard  of  provincial 
prosperity.  If,  as  a  Province,  we  adhere  to  policies  which  ensure 
the  continued  and  still  greater  development  of  those  resources, 
the  new  wealth  stemming  from  such  development  can  be  an 
effective  bulwark  against  many  of  the  economic  ills  which  stem 
from  the  chronic  defects  in  the  national  monetary  system. 

Since  the  Leduc  discovery  well  came  into  production  in 
February  of  1947,  the  public  treasury  of  this  Province  has  received 
as  a  direct  result  of  oil  and  gas  development  as  at  January  31st, 
1954,  $271,955,853,  which  is  over  $35,000,000  more  than  the  total 
amount  paid  by  all  the  people  of  Alberta  in  municipal,  school 
and  hospital  taxes  combined  during  the  same  period.  For  the 
present  year,  revenues  from  oil  will  exceed  $90,000,000  which 
is  one  and  a  half  times  the  total  of  all  municipal,  school  and 
hospital  taxes  paid  during  1953.  By  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
revenues  from  oil  and  gas  development  will  have  doubled  almost 
four  times  since  the  fiscal  year  of  1948-49  when  revenue  from 
oil  first  became  a  major  factor  in  our  provincial  economy. 

$3,750,000  Sought  To  Finance 
Irrigation  Canal  Construction 

An  amount  of  $3,810,000  was  provided  in  the  Estimates  last 
year  for  the  construction  of  distribution  canals  for  the  St.  Mary 
and  Milk  River  Irrigation  Development,  and  for  this  purpose, 
18  contracts  were  awarded,  totalling  $2,369,000.  The  main  low 
level  canal  was  completed  during  the  year  to  supply  water  to 
irrigable  lands  between  the  Chin  Reservoir  and  Medicine  Hat. 

This  year,  the  Legislature  is  being  asked  to  provide  a  further 
$3,000,000  to  construct  the  necessary  secondary  canals.  This  will 
complete  the  construction  program  until  such  time  as  an  agree- 
ment is  reached  between  the  Government  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  with  respect  to  the  waters  of  the  Waterton  and 
Belly  Rivers. 


Research  Into  Coal  To  Aid 
Solution  Of  Marketing  Problem 

Alberta's  important  coal  industry  has,  in  recent  years,  suf- 
fered from  loss  of  markets  to  competitive  fuels.  Replacement  of 
railway  locomotives  by  diesel  units  and  the  conversion  of  coal 
burning  locomotives  to  oil  burners  has  greatly  reduced  what 
formerly  was  a  substantial  market  for  bituminous  coal.  Oil  and 
gas  progressively  have  eliminated  coal  from  local  domestic  and 
industrial  markets,  while  excessive  transportation  costs  have 
made  the  capture  and  retention  of  eastern  Canadian  markets 
extremely  difficult.  Production  in  1953  totalled  5,917,423  tons,  a 
decrease  of  1,277,049  tons  from  the  previous  year. 


It  is  well  within  the  realm  ol  possibility  that  in  the 
foreseeable  future  revenue  from  further  oil  and  gas 
development  will  be  double  that  of  the  present  year,  in 
which  case  the  increase  alone  from  this  one  source  would 
be  sufficient  to  eliminalie  all  present  municipal,  school 
and  hospital  taxes  with  a  balance  of  approximately 
$30,000,000  available  for  debt  retirement  or  such  other 
purposes  as  may  be  considered  in  the  public  interest. 
I  am  not  suggesting  that  it  would  be  either  practical  or 
desirable  for  all  local  expenditures  to  be  financed  by  grants 
from  the  provincial  treasury.  Such  an  arrangement  would  be 
inefficient  and  unsound  in  principle  in  that  it  would  reduce  local 
governments  to  the  status  of  mere  spending  agencies  dispersing 
funds  in  the  collection  of  which  they  would  have  no  voice  or 
responsibility. 

The  increasing  extent  to  which  municipal  and  school  expendi- 
tures are  being  financed  by  grants  and  loans  from  the  provincial 
treasury  already  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  those  who  recognize 
the  importance  of  preserving  the  greatest  possible  measure  of 
local  autonomy  and  the  financial  responsibilities  which  attach 
thereto. 

The  government  shares  this  concern  and,  in  co-operation 
with  municipal  authorities,  will  continue  to  work  towards  the 
establishment  of  local  governments  with  sources  of  revenue  under 
their  own  jurisdiction  and  control  and  adequate  to  meet  their 
requirements  without  undue  dependence  on  progressively  in- 
creased grants  from  the  provincial  treasury.  The  attainment  of 
this  objective  requires  not  merely  a  reorganization  of  revenue 
sources  but  that  the  individual  ratepayer  be  assisted  in  attaining 
a  financial  position  that  will  enable  him  to  meet  his  just  share 
of  the  cost  of  autonomous  local  government. 

It  may  be  that  the  time  is  coming  when  the  interests 
of  responsible  self  government  will  be  better  served  by 
levelling  off  the  measure  of  provincial  financial  aid  and 
distributing  directly  to  the  individual  citizens  of  each 
community  an  equitable  share  of  the  revenues  accruing 
from  the  development  of  their  natural  resources  in  the 
form  of  citizens'  participation  dividends.  Such  a  policy 
not  only  would  enhance  the  financial  ability  of  rate- 
payers to  meet  the  operating  costs  of  autonomous  local 
government  but  would  recognize  each  citizen's  personal 
stake  in  the  natural  resources  of  the  province  and  his 
right  to  an  equitable  share  of  the  benefits  accruing  from 
their  orderly  development.  • 


While  it  was  the  intention  to  do  considerable  work  in  the 
western  section  of  the  Bow  River  irrigation  project  during  the 
year,  it  was  not  until  June  23  that  the  necessary  Dominion- 
Provincial  agreement  was  completed  and  not  until  late  fall  that 
actual  construction  was  commenced.  This  project  will  be  con- 
tinued during  the  ensuing  year  and  an  appropriation  of  $750,000 
is  being  requested  for  the  construction  of  distribution  canals  for 
some  60,000  acres  of  irrigable  land. 

Flood  run-off  conditions,  which  occurred  during  the  year, 
caused  serious  erosion  damage  in  some  areas.  Approximately 
$250,000  was  expended  for  stream  control  works  at  Medicine 
Hat,  Fort  Macleod  and  High  River. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  the  construction  of  the 
Bearspaw  Dam  on  the  Bow  River  by  the  Calgary  Power  Com- 
pany Limited,  and  work  is  proceeding  on  the  power  house  and 
spillway  section.  * 


The  government  has  assured  the  industry  of  its  full  co-opera- 
tion in  a  renewed  effort  to  increase  the  sale  of  Alberta  coal  in 
eastern  markets  and  in  this  endeavour  the  Government  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  and  the  Department  of  Mines  and  Technical 
Surveys  of  the  Government  of  Canada  have  indicated  active  sup- 
port. The  government  is  convinced  that  a  long  range  solution  to 
the  problems  facing  our  coal  mining  industry  must  be  sought  in 
fields  other  than  the  utilization  of  coal  in  its  natural  state.  With 
this  in  mind,  the  Legislature  at  this  session  will  be  asked  to 
approve  a  substantial  appropriation  to  provide  a  research  labora- 
tory for  the  Alberta  Research  Council  with  special  pilot  plant 
facilities  for  coal  research.  The  Government  of  Canada  has  agreed 
to  assist  in  staffing  this  research  laboratory  with  qualified  per- 
sonnel to  carry  out  this  important  program  from  which  it  is  hoped 
beneficial  results  will  be  obtained. 
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Nataral  Resources'  Development 

Pembina  Discoveries,  Pipeline  Extensions,  Higiilight  Oil  Activity; 
Encouraging  Progress  Made  Toward  Export  of  Natural  Gas 


The  past  year  was  highlighted  by  the  further  orderly  develop- 
ment of  Alberta's  oil  and  gas  resources.  Total  oil  production 
amounted  to  76,818,432  barrels,  valued  at  $193,118,494.  This  was 
an  increase  of  17,909,710  barrels  over  the  production  for  the 
previous  year  and  an  increase  in  value  of  $53,460,579.  Active 
natural  gas  and  petroleum  leases  at  the  end  of  the  year  totalled 
23,343,  representing  19,149,800  acres.  There  were  396  reservations, 
aggregating  23,514,752  acres.  Natural  gas  licenses,  including 
13  Crown  reserve  licenses,  total  47  and  comprise  1,861,188  acres 
while  23  natural  gas  leases  under  development  total  163,917 
acres. 

Pembina  Discoveries  News  of  Year 

Highlighting  the  year's  activities  was  the  discovery  of  what 
may  prove  to  be  a  major  oil  field,  located  along  the  Pembina 
River.  Wells  scattered  over  a  wide  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Drayton 
Valley  are  producing  a  high  grade  crude  oil  from  the  cardium 
sandstone,  a  formation  of  the  upper  cretaceous  age.  It  is  possible 
that  this  promising  new  field,  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
important  oil  discoveries  to  date,  when  fully  developed  may 
exceed  in  size  and  output  any  Canadian  oil  field  presently  in 
production. 

During  the  year,  a  number  of  previously  discovered  pools 
have  been  substantially  expanded,  including  the  original  Stur- 
geon Lake  discovery  in  the  Peace  River  area  which  has  been 
extended  to  approximately  twenty  miles  in  length.  In  the  Home- 
glen-Rimbey  area,  a  major  gas  reserve  with  a  thin  zone  of  very 
high  grade  oil  was  discovered  during  the  year.  Pending  further 
delineation  of  the  reservoir,  the  Alberta  Petroleum  and  Natural 
Gas  Conservation  Board  estimates  that  it  contains  a  minimum 
of  500  billion  cubic  feet  of  disposable  gas. 

Daily  Potential  Production  317.000  Barrels 

A  total  of  1,559  wells  were  drilled  during  the  year,  bringing 
the  total  of  producing  oil  wells  to  4,504  as  at  December  31st, 
1953.  The  daily  potential  production  from  these  wells  is  approxi- 
mately 317,000  barrels,  while  actual  production,  governed  by 
available  market  outlets,  is  averaging  approximately  260,000 
barrels  per  day. 

During  the  year,  the  Trans  Mountain  Pipe  Line  connecting 
Edmonton  to  the  Pacific  Coast  was  completed  and  went  into 
operation  in  October.  Approximately  35,000  barrels  of  crude  oil 
are  being  delivered  daily  through  the  line  to  refineries  in  the 
Vancouver  area.  Pacific  Coast  markets  for  Alberta  crude  have 
not  developed  as  anticipated  due  to  a  substantial  drop  in  ocean 
tanker  rates  on  oil  from  Asiatic  sources. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  on  the  construction  of  a  large 
refinery  at  Ferndale  in  the  State  of  Washington,  which  will  be 
supplied  with  Alberta  crude  by  a  spur  line  tapping  the  Trans 
Mountain  Pipe  Line  at  Sumas  on  the  international  border.  The 
Ferndale  refinery  will  provide  a  market  for  an  additional  35,000 
barrels  of  crude  oil  per  day. 

Sarnia  Refineries  Now  Directly  Connected  with  Pipeline 

During  the  year,  the  refineries  at  Sarnia,  Ontario,  were 
directly  connected  with  the  Edmonton  terminal  of  the  Inter- 
provincial  Pipe  Line  by  the  construction  of  a  thirty-inch  line 
between  Superior,  Wisconsin,  and  Sarnia,  Ontario,  a  distance  of 
630  miles.  This  connecting  link  eliminates  the  necessity  of  trans- 
porting Alberta  crude  from  Superior  to  Sarnia  by  tanker  and 
removes  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  interruption  of  water 
transportation  during  the  winter  months.  The  Interprovincial  Pipe 
Line  now  spans  a  distance  of  1,762  miles  from  Edmonton  to 
Sarnia  and  has  a  capacity  out  of  Edmonton  of  approximately 
160,000  barrels  per  day. 

During  the  past  year,  the  oil  and  natural  gas  industry  spent 
approximately  $280,000,000  in  Alberta  on  exploration  and 
development,  an  increase  of  approximately  $30,000,000  over  the 
previous  year.  It  is  anticipated  that  expenditures  for  exploration 
and  development  will  exceed  $300,000,000  during  1954. 

Natural  Gas 

Natural  gas  production  totalled  approximately  114  billion 
cubic  feet,  of  which  63,722,000,000  were  marketed  in  Alberta 
and  10,067,100,000  cubic  feet  were  exported  to  British  Columbia 
and  Montana. 

Encouraging  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  an  economic  export  market  for  gas  production  surplus 
to  Alberta's  own  present  and  future  requirements.  Through  the 


co-operation  of  the  Government  of  Canada,  the  gas  marketing 
projects  proposed  by  Trans-Canada  Pipe  Lines  Limited  and 
Western  Pipe  Lines  have  been  amalgamated  into  one  compre- 
hensive undertaking  designed  to  transport  gas  surplus  to  Alberta's 
requirements  to  eastern  Canadian  markets  with  a  spur  line 
serving  the  Minneapolis  area  of  the  United  States. 

Investigations  conducted  by  the  Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas 
Conservation  Board  have  established  the  fact  that  Alberta  now 
has  vast  quantities  of  gas  surplus  to  provincial  requirements  for 
which  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  province  that  an  economic 
export  market  be  found  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

The  board's  findings  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  Alberta's  established  gas  reserves  as  at  June 
30th,  1953,  are  placed  at  11.5  trillion  cubic  feet,  an 
increase  of  4.7  trillion  cubic  feet  since  the  board's 
previous  report  of  March,  1952. 

2.  The  province  may  anticipate  a  further  increase 
in  established  gas  reserves  of  from  1.25  to  1.5  trillion 
cubic  feet  per  year  for  the  next  ten  years,  if  incentive 
for  development  is  maintained. 

3.  Alberta's  total  requirements  for  the  next  30 
years  are  estimated  at  4.45  trillion  cubic  feet  for  which 
reserves  in  the  amount  of  6.4  trillion  cubic  feet  are  neces- 
sary to  meet  annual  and  peak  day  requirements. 

4.  As  at  June  30th,  1953,  Alberta  had  available  for 
export  approximately  3.5  trillion  cubic  feet  of  deliverable 
surplus  gas  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  amount  will 
increase  to  approximately  5  trillion  cubic  feet  by  the  time 
a  pipe  line  to  eastern  Canada  can  be  constructed. 

5.  The  board  recommends  an  internal  trunk  line 
gathering  system  under  exclusive  provincial  jurisdiction 
and  control.  The  Government  concurs  in  the  board's 
findings  and  in  the  board's  recommendation  with  respect 
to  an  internal  trunk  line  gathering  system. 

Gas  Export  to  Speed  Industrialization 

In  appraising  the  importance  and  value  of  export  markets 
for  gas  surplus  to  Alberta's  requirements,  there  are  those  who 
contend  that  greater  industrialization  would  be  induced  in  Alberta 
if  the  export  of  surplus  gas  was  prohibited.  The  fallacy  of  this 
theory  is  obvious  when  it  is  realized  that  gas  containing  chemical 
by-products  in  commercial  quantities  is  required  to  be  processed 
locally  before  the  residue  or  processed  gas  is  removed  from  the 
province.  Gas  processing  plants,  and  petro-chemical  industries 
to  utilize  the  chemical  by-prcducts,  offer  the  greatest  industrial 
potentialities  associated  with  the  development  of  our  gas 
resources  but  large  scale  local  industrialization  in  this  field 
cannot  be  attained  without  an  adequate  and  economic  market 
for  the  vast  quantities  of  residue  or  processed  gas  involved. 

Alberta's  total  gas  requirements  for  all  purposes  are  insuf- 
ficient to  provide  such  a  market  and  hence  export  of  processed 
gas  offers  the  most  sensible  and  practical  solution  to  this  problem 
which  today  is  restricting  an  important  phase  of  potential  indus- 
trial growth  in  Alberta  and  impeding  a  more  extensive  develop- 
ment of  our  oil  and  gas  resources. 

The  construction  of  the  proposed  Trans  Canada  Pipe  Line 
to  transport  surplus  residue  gas  from  Alberta  to  eastern  Canada 
and  available  American  markets  is  the  largest  undertaking  of 
its  kind  on  this  continent  and  its  long  term  impact  on  the  economy 
of  Canada  and  this  province,  in  particular,  is  comparable  only 
to  that  which  stemmed  from  the  construction  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  in  the  early  years  of  Canada's  development  as 
a  nation.  If  and  when  this  project  assures  an  adequate  and 
economic  market  for  Alberta's  surplus  residue  gas,  we  may 
anticipate  a  program  of  gas  exploration,  development,  processing 
and  industrialization  that  may  equal  or  exceed  in  magnitude  and 
in  beneficial  results  to  the  people  of  this  province  the  development 
of  our  vast  oil  resources  currently  taking  place. 

Sulphur 

The  sulphur  plants  established  at  Jumping  Pound  and  Turner 
Valley  completed  their  first  full  year  of  operation  in  1953.  A  total 
of  18,298  short  tons  of  sulphur  were  produced.  The  West  Coast 
pulp  and  paper  industry  was  the  principal  market,  while  limited 
quantities  were  sold  on  the  international  market  including  3,000 
tons  which  were  shipped  to  Brazil  and  1,100  tons  to  Ceylon.  • 
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Municipal  Assistance 

Additional  $35,000,000  Proposed  For  Revolving  Fund; 
Legislation  To  Provide  Capital  Loans  For  Hospital  Districts 


In  the  field  of  municipal  assistance,  it  is  proposed  to 
allocate  an  additional  $35,000,000  to  the  municipal  capital 
expenditures  revolving  fund,  established  at  the  last  session,  v«^hich 
sum  will  be  sufficient  to  finance  the  necessary  capital  borrowings 
of  all  Alberta  municipalities  during  1954  and,  for  the  second  con- 
secutive year,  will  make  it  unnecessary  for  any  municipality  to 
borrow  money  on  the  open  market. 

The  statutory  appropriation  proposed  will  increase  to 
$60,000,000  the  amount  allocated  to  date  to  the  municipal  capital 
expenditures  revolving  fund.  To  further  extend  the  benefits  of 
this  program,  legislation  will  be  introduced  during  the  present 
session  to  enable  municipal  hospital  districts  to  qualify  for  loans 
for  approved  capital  construction. 

Self-Liquidating  Projects  Loans 

As  at  March  1st,  1954,  loans  to  municipalities  under  the 
Self-Liquidating  Projects  Act  of  1950  total  $21,558,279.  Under 
this  legislation,  low  cost  loans  for  the  installation  of  water  and 
sewage  systems  and  other  utilities  were  made  to  five  cities,  55 
towns  and  40  villages.  The  interest  rate  on  these  loans  is  two 
percent  and  repayments  of  principal  are  amortized  over  periods 
up  to  a  maximum  of  20  years.  As  a  result  of  this  assistance,  many 
Alberta  towns  and  villages  today  enjoy  the  advantages  and 
convenience  of  modern  utilities  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
beyond  their  ability  to  finance. 

In  addition  to  the  provisions  already  referred  to,  a  sum  of 
$5,000,000  will  be  loaned  from  the  school  lands  trust  fund  to 
school  authorities  under  the  terms  of  the  School  Buildings 
Assistance  Act  to  assist  in  defraying  the  cost  of  new  school  con- 
struction during  the  coming  year. 

This  comprehensive  program,  designed  to  provide  local 
authorities  with  low  cost  funds  for  necessary  capital  expenditures, 
is  an  integral  part  of  the  government's  over-all  municipal 
assistance  program  which  is  designed  to  accomplish  three  major 
objectives. 

1.  Pass  on  to  municipal  ratepayers  the  financial 
benefits  accruing  to  the  Province  from  the  orderly 
development  of  our  natural  resources. 

2.  Transfer  external  municipal  indebtedness  to  the 
provincial  government  to  ensure  lower  debt  service 
charges  and  retain  all  interest  payments  in  the  Province. 
Savings  to  municipal  ratepayers  on  debt  service  charges 
already  amount  to  approximately  $2,000,000  per  annum. 


3.  Assist  municipalities  in  attaining  a  financial 
position  that  will  eliminate  the  need  for  large  scale  bor- 
rowing and  make  possible  a  reduction  in  taxation  and  a 
program  of  orderly  debt  retirement. 

For  the  five-year  period  from  March  31,  1951,  to  March  31, 
1955,  direct  and  indirect  provincial  assistance  to  municipalities 
totals  $168,872,506.  Assistance  through  low  interest  rate  loans 
for  municipal  capital  expenditures  for  the  same  period  amounts 
to  $109,954,566,  making  a  grand  total  of  $278,827,072,  which  is 
over  $40,000,000  more  than  the  total  amount  collected  in  the  entire 
province  during  the  last  five  years  in  all  municipal,  school  and 
hospital  taxes  combined. 

Municipal  Assistance  Progressively  Increased 

The  progressive  expansion  of  the  government's  program  of 
municipal  assistance  is  indicated  by  the  substantial  increase  in 
the  total  amount  of  financial  aid  provided  in  each  of  the  five 
fiscal  years.  The  amounts  are  as  follows: 


1950-  51  _..  .$25,153,323 

1951-  52   36.261.032 

1952-  53     51.995.367 

1953-  54   75.631.900 

1954-  55   89.785.450 


In  the  light  of  these  figures,  it  cannot  truthfully  be  said  that 
the  provincial  government  has  been  indifferent  to  the  financial 
problems  confronting  municipal  governments  or  niggardly  in  shar- 
ing with  municipal  authorities  the  buoyant  revenues  accruing  to 
the  public  treasury  from  the  development  of  our  natural  resources. 

Honourable  Members  will  be  interested  in  the  allocation  of 
provincial  aid  as  between  the  two  major  cities  of  the  province  and 
the  municipalities  of  the  province  as  a  whole. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  total  provincial  financial  assistance 
to  the  City  of  Edmonton  for  the  period  from  March  31,  1953,  to 
March  31,  1955,  amounts  to  $51,004,570  and  to  the  City  of  Cal- 
gary, $44,251,598,  making  a  combined  total  for  the  two  cities  of 
$95,256,168,  an  average  of  $31,752,056  per  year. 

For  the  same  three  fiscal  years,  provincial  financial  assistance 
to  all  Alberta  municipalities  totals  $217,412,717.  From  this  it  will 
be  seen  that  Alberta's  two  major  cities,  representing  34  percent 
of  the  provincial  population  will  receive  approximately  43  per- 
cent of  the  total  provincial  municipal  assistance  during  the  three- 
year  period.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  ratio  of  capital 
loans  to  direct  assistance  is  higher  in  the  cities  than  in  other 
municipalities. 


Value  Of  Agricultural  Production 

The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  comparative  values  of  agricultural  products  for  the  crop  years  1952  and  1953: 


FIELD  CROPS 
1952  (final) 


1953  (preliminary) 


Production 
Bushels 


value 


Production 
Bushels 


LIVESTOCK  MARKETED 
1952  (final) 
Number  Value 


1953  (preliminary) 
Number  Value 


Value 


Wheat    

Oats    

Barley    

Other  coarse  grains.. 

Flaxseed   _  _ 

Potatoes   


Sugar  Beets  

Hay  and  Clover 
Miscellaneous  


172,000,000 
129,000,000 
118,000,000 
15,600,000 
2,000,000 
3,256,000 


Tons 

480,000 
2,261,000 


Total  value  Field 
Crop  Production 


$266,600,000 
76,110,000 
121,540,000 
12,636,000 
6,200,000 
4,982,000 


7,680,000 
35,046,000 
7,444,000 


$538,238,000 


163,000,000 
112,000,000 
108,000,000 
12,521,000 
1,800,000 
2,757,000 


Tons 

422,500 
2,600,000 


$260,080,000 
68,320,000 
95,040,000 
10,773,000 
3,474,000 
4,549,000 


5,914,000 
36,400,000 
5,872,000 


$490,422,000 


Cattle  and  Calves 
Sheep  and  Lambs 

Swine  

Horses   


445,397 
133,086 
1,362,142 
17,726 


$ 


77,621,000 
2,432,000 
52,674,000 
713,000 


570,531  $  73,343,000 

107,180  1,834,000 

1,445,028  67,870,000 

32,026  1,379,000 


$133,440,000 


An  Increase  of  $10,986,000 
LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS 

1952  (final) 

Dairy  Products   $45,655,000 

Poultry  Products    25,141,000 

Honey   _   618,000 

Wool    687,000 

Fur  Farming    2,836,000 


$74,937,000 


$144,426,000 


1953 
(preliminary) 

$47,913,000 
27,870,000 
470,000 
774,000 
2,651,000 

$79,678,000 


A  Decrease  of  $47,816,000 


An  Increase  of  $4,741,000 


SUMMARY 


1952  (final) 


Field  Crops   $538,238,000 

Livestock  marketed    133,440,000 

Livestock  products    74,937,000 


$746,615,000 


1953 
(preliminary) 

$490,422,000 
144,426,000 
79,678,000 

$714,526,000 


A  Decrease  of  $32,089,000 

While  the  above  summary  indicates  the  total  value  of  agricultural  production  was  $714,526,000,  the  cash  income  to  our 
farmers  was  considerably  less  due  to  a  substantial  portion  of  field  crops  being  utilized  by  the  farmers  themselves  in  the  production 
of  livestock  and  poultry.  The  actual  cash  income  to  farmers  for  1953  is  presently  calculated  to  be  $487,893,000,  a  decrease 
oi  $18,767,000  from  the  preceding  year.  9 
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Alberta  Movie-Makers  Study 
Eastern  Film,  TV  Techniques 

Alberta  will  be  able  to  produce  a  greater  number  of  sound- 
color  movies  as  the  result  of  a  study  made  of  motion  picture  and 
television  studios  in  eastern  Canada. 

Kenneth  Hutchinson,  Film  Commissioner,  and  William  Round, 
movie  photographer,  have  completed  a  four-week  study  of  the 
major  studies  in  Toronto  and  Ottawa,  and  the  result  of  their 
findings  will  enable  the  Alberta  Government  to  produce  four  to 
five  sound-color  movies  annually.  A  study  of  television  stations 
also  has  resulted  in  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  type  of  motion 
pictures  required  for  this  medium  and  will  enable  the  Film  and 
Photographic  Branch  to  produce  more  publicity-type  television 
films.  Television  is  recognized  as  an  excellent  field  for  publicizing 
Alberta,  as  the  showing  of  a  single  film  can  reach  thousands  of 
persons. 

In  the  past,  color  movies  of  20  minutes'  duration  were  filmed 
by  the  branch;  but  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  sound  track 
completed  in  eastern  Canada.  Now,  with  the  addition  of  new 
magnetic  sound  equipment,  the  Film  and  Photographic  Branch 
will  be  equipped  to  handle  all  phases  of  production,  with  the 
exception  of  final  printing. 

During  the  tour  of  television  stations,  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Corporation  studios.  National  Film  Board,  and  private  motion 
picture  companies,  the  film  representatives  from  Alberta  obtained 
information  on  methods  of  making  final  sound  tracks,  sound 
synchronization  in  shooting  films,  and  the  use  of  animation  and 
special  effects  during  production. 

Alberta's  motion  pictures  deal  with  many  subjects,  ranging 
from  tourist  attractions  to  industrial  and  agricultural  development. 
All  productions  receive  widespread  acclaim  throughout  Canada, 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  the  eastern  Canadian  tour,  Mr.  Hutchinson  also  made 
arrangements  for  the  completion  of  two  new  Alberta  Government 
films.  These  are  "4-H  Clubs  of  Alberta,"  produced  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  "Don't  Drown,"  produced  in  co-operation 
with  the  Canadian  Red  Cross  Water  Safety  Division  and  the 
Alberta  Safety  Council.  Both  of  these  films  are  expected  to  be 
released  in  March.  • 
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The  attention  of  all  Canadian  curlers  was  on  Edmonton  during 
the  first  week  of  March  as  the  11  top  Canadian  curling  teams  competed 
in  the  Macdonald  Brier,  the  Dominion  Curling  Championship  bonspiel. 

Scene  of  the  national  curling  classic  was  the  Edmonton  Gardens, 
shown  above  during  Macdonald  Brier  play.  This  was  the  first  time  that 
Edmonton  has  been  host  to  the  "Brier";  the  City  of  Calgary  ivas  the 
locale  for  the  1948  event. 

Teams  represented  in  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  championship  event 
came  from  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward 
Island,  Ontario,  Northern  Ontario,  Quebec,  Manitoba,  Saskatcheivan, 
Alberta  and  British  Columbia.  Winner  was  the  rink  skipped  by  Matt 
Baldwin  of  the  Granite  Curling  Club,  Edmonton.  The  Baldwin  rink  won 
the  bonspiel  for  Alberta  with  nine  victories. 

W ester n  rinks  have  won  most  of  the  annual  competitions  with 
Manitoba  winning  14  championships.  Alberta  won  the  Macdonald's  Brier 
Tankard,  symbolic  of  the  Canadian  Curling  Championship,  four  times 
previously— in  1946,  1941,  1937  and  1933.  • 


Booklets  To  Help 
'Problem  Drinkers' 


Alberta  Government  Photo — Ross 
Indispensible  to  the  efficient  function  of  the  Alberta  Legislature  are 
the  legislative  pages  who  attend  to  the  needs  of  the  Members  during 
sessions. 

The  pages  on  duly  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature  are  shown  above 
being  inspected  before  going  on  duty  by  Head  Page  Don  Muir,  (left) 
and  Sergeant-at-Arms  Neil  MacLean.  The  pages  are  [reading  from  the  left)  : 
Barry  Mawson,  Sam  Doz,  Harland  Johnson,  Edward  Kostyk,  Kenneth 
Nichols  ,and  George  Lowson.  All  are  students  at  Victoria  Composite 
High  School  who  attend  classes  in  the  morning.  Their  uniforms  are 
provided  by  the  Alberta.  Government.  The  pages  deliver  messages  to  and 
from  the  Members  during  legislative  sessions.  • 

Well  Drilling  Permits 
Necessary  After  April  1 

All  Alberta  well-drillers  drill- 
ing for  water  on  other  persons' 
property  will  have  to  obtain  an 
annual  permit  from  the  Alberta 
Department  of  Water  Resources. 

On  April  1,  a  new  act  con- 
trolling ground  water  and  the 
drilling  of  water  wells  goes  into 
effect,  requiring  all  drillers  to 
apply  for  an  annual  permit. 

Applications  for  a  permit, 
together  with  a  $2  fee,  should 
be  sent  to  the  Director  of  Water 
Resources,  Terrace  Building,  Ed- 
monton. Application  forms  are 
available  from  district  agricul- 
turists or  the  Water  Resources 
office  at  Edmonton.  • 


Two  new  booklets  providing 
informative  guidance  on  alco- 
holism have  been  published  by 
the  Alcoholism  Foundation  of 
Alberta. 

Both  booklets  are  directed 
toward  the  "problem  drinker," 
and  supply  a  list  of  symptoms 
by  which  the  alcoholic  and  his 
family  and  friends  can  identify 
his  condition.  Both  pamphlets 
stress  that  the  alcoholic  can 
conquer  his  drinking  problem 
and  point  out  that  help  and 
guidance  is  available  always 
from  the  Alcoholism  Foundation 
at  9910  103rd  St.,  Edmonton.  © 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  1954  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial, 
national  and  international  interest.   Within   Our  Borders  will  list  all 
COMING  EVENTS  from  February  through  November.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
Date  Event  Place 

March  21  Marmot  Derby   JASPER 

March  22  Spring  Stock  Show   EDMONTON 

March  26  Professional  Engineers   CALGARY 

March  29  Alberta  Craft  Exhibition   „  EDMONTON 

April    5  Spring  Swine  Sale   CALGARY 

April   6  I.O.D.E  ...EDMONTON 

April    7  Hereford  Bull  Sale   -  LACOMBE 


"Within  Out  Borders"  is  a  poblication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  oi  the  Alberta  Govenunent. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Om 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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A  Within  Our  Borders  Picture  Page 


Pembina  Oil  Development  Awakens  Drayton  Valley 


J/ 


...Pembina  No.  1,  the  discovery  well.. 


.  .  the  Tuckers  watch  all  the 
"goings-on" . . . 


Drayton  Valley,  a  hamlet 
o!  appioximately  100  per- 
sons, is  being  transformed 
swiftly  into  a  bustling  oil 
town. 

As  the  photographs 
show,  oil  development, 
which  started  last  June, 
has  quickened  the  pace  of 
life  in  the  centre.  New 
warehouses,  cafes,  motels, 
stores  and  banks  are 
occupying  temporary  emer- 
gency quarters  until  per- 
manent structures  can  be 
built  to  suit  the  require- 
ments of  the  plan  designed 
to  help  Drayton  Valley 
develop  as  a  model  oil 
town  of  possibly  2.000 
population. 


...Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  talk  by  a 
cement  truck  which  almost  hides  their 
modest  home  .  .  . 


a  new  motel  sign  is  raised 


an  interested  farmer  inspects  a 
refrigerator  .  .  . 


a  new  house  goes  up  in  haste  ...  ...  a  high-priced  Oklahoma  car  parks  outside  the  ...  a  surveyor  lays  out  the  new 

Drayton  cafe  .  . .  town-site  .  .  . 

Alberta  Government  Photographs — Ross 


